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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

SIR: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in accordance 
with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is directed to the 
references listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A. Copies of the listed references are also 
enclosed. 

The listed references were cited in the International Search Report (copy attached) 
issued for the corresponding PCT Application No. PCT/DE03/00186, a copy of which was 
submitted on January 23, 2002 when applicants entered the national stage in the United States, but 
there is no acknowledgement that the Examiner had considered the listed references. Therefore, 
applicants submit this Form PTO/SB/08A so that the Examiner can provide such an 
acknowledgement. 4 
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According to the International Preliminary Examination Report (copy attached), 
claims 1-12 of the corresponding PCT application are patentable over the prior art cited in the 
International Search Report, which includes the references listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08A. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §§ 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or 
that information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in § 1.56(b), 
or that any cited document listed or attached is (or constitutes) prior art. Unless otherwise 
indicated, the date of publication indicated for an item is taken from the face of the item and 
Applicants reserve the right to prove that the date of publication is in fact different. 

It is respectfully requested that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08A be 
returned indicating that such information has been considered. 

Respectfully submitted, 

COHEN, PONT AM, LEEBERMAN & PAVANE 




Thomas C. Pontani 

Reg. No. 29,763 

551 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1210 

New York, New York 10176 

(212) 687-2770 



Dated: March 9, 2006 
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